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INTRODUCTION 


Reading and writing Arabic 

Arabic writing seems daunting at first sight, but it doesn’t have to be. 
This book attempts to take the mystique out of it. You learn the alphabet 
in stages, practising each new letter or combination of letters many times 
before moving on to the next; at the same time you fit the letters into 
useful words and phrases seen everywhere in any Arab environment. 

This book is actual; you learn to read and write today’s Arabic. And you 
learn through practice, from the start. 

That said, nobody can promise that when you have finished this book 
you’ll be able to read a newspaper article, or write a report. That requires 
a knowledge of Arabic grammar going beyond our immediate scope. But 
you will be able to read and understand important signs and directions - 
even better, you will know what sort of words to expect. You will also 
be able to read and understand many newspaper headlines, and to write 
everything you can read. 

The Arabic language 

Arabic is a world language. It is the official language, or one of the 
official languages, of nineteen countries spread across Saharan Africa 
and most of the Middle East. It is also one of the official languages of the 
United Nations. Arab culture has a high reputation, and is studied at 
countless universities in the western world. 

Words in Arabic are built on a ‘root’ of three (occasionally four) 
consonants, which contain the basic idea underlying all the words made 
from the root. An example is the root consisting of the three consonants 
k t b. which has the basic idea of writing. From this root Arabic makes: 

■ the verb katab to write 

■ the noun katib for writer 

■ maktub for written or for letter 

■ kitaba for the action of writing 

■ maktab for office, or the place where one writes 

■ kitab for book 

■ maktaba for library or bookshop, and so on. 
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The words may have bits added on, or may change internally, but you 
still find the three root consonants, all present and always in the same 
order, throughout all the derivatives. 

This is of enormous help. It means that if you know one Arabic word of a 
particular root, you can make an intelligent guess at the meaning of a 
previously unknown word showing that root 

Spoken Arabic varies from place to place. It is not normally written 
down (there is not even an agreed way to spell it), and it is never used 
for formal or official written communication. 

But written Arabic is the same throughout the Arab world. The Cairo 
newspaper aU’ahrsim (The Pyramids) is read with ease in Casablanca, at 
the other end of North Africa. This is the Arabic found on all signs, 
notices, advertisements and so on. and it has a standard pronunciation. 
This is the form of Arabic which we are about to explore. 

The Arabic alphabet 

First, some essential principles on which the Arabic alphabet is based. 
Refer back here if you are in doubt later: 

■ The writing runs from right to left 

■ There are no capital letters. 

■ Short vowels (the sounds a as in English man,i as in English pin, 
and u as in English put) are mostly not written; we usually have to 
infer them from the context. 

■ Printed Arabic is originally an imitation of handwriting. Most of 
the letters (called joined letters’) are joined to the letter following 
them in the same word. A few letters (‘disjoined letters’) are never 
joined to the letter following them. 

All this sounds complicated. It is not. Don’t attempt to remember it now; 
it will become familiar as you read and write. 

How to use this book 

This is a participative book. You have to do a geat deal of reading and 
writing. You learn, and remember, by doing. 

Arm yourself at the outset with a solid exercise book with lined paper. 
Do all your writing in this exercise book. You should also write out your 
vocabulary somewhere permanent, whether in the back of this exercise 
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Unit 14 

This unit gives you some important geographical vocabulary for the 
Arab world, and a map. 

Unit 15 

Go carefully through the general reading test in this unit, checking 
your performance with the key and going back into the book where 
necessary. 

Key to Tests 
This is self-explanatory. 

Vocabularies 

The preamble to this section explains how to use these. 

Index 

The Index lists alphabetically all the technical topics covered (e.g. 
Construct, Noun. Participle), showing where each is found. 

Pocket Card 

This is found at the end of the book, and its use is explained there. 
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In this unit you will learn 

B six common letters, with their pronunciation, 

B when and how to join these letters. 

B something about the stress’ of a word. 

B words which you can read and write, using the six letters 

General 

Before starting this unit, be sure to read the Introduction; the section 
entitled ‘The Arabic alphabet’ is important for understanding the terms 
■sed below 

Letters 


TV first and commonest letter of the alphabet is I , called alif. It 

B at the beginning of a word: any of the short vowel sounds a-, u-, 
i- (like a in English ant. u in English put , and i in English ink, 
respectively). 

LB in the middle of a word, a long vowel sound -a-. Imagine 
i pronouncing man, in English, but drawing the vowel out: 

I ma-a-an. 

B at the end of a few words: short -a. 

I aiif is a so-called 'disjoined' letter, that is, it is never joined to the 
Mowing letter. 

W rests on the line of writing, but is tall’ like a European l. Write this 
Met several times, starting at the right of the page: <_ 

l.1.1.1 1.1.1.1.1..I 

I I I < I I I I I l 
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2 

alif with a stroke over it represents long S (see paragraph 1 above) at the 
beginning of the word. This variant of alif is called alif madda. 

Write this letter several times; first the down stroke, then the head: «- 

l..1.1.1.1.I...1.1.1.1 

.1111111 1 1 

3 


The sounds b, t and Hi (soft, like th in think, the transcription is 
underlined to show that it is a single sound) are written respectively with 
the letters called bit, tft and |ha (see paragraph 1 for the pronunciation of 
S). These letters are all ‘shallow’, i.e. they all rest on the line of writing, 
and are not ‘tali’ like alif. 

These are joined’ letters, that is. they are joined to any letter following 
them in the same word. Each letter has two possible forms; the short form 
is used at the beginning or in the middle of a word, and the longer form 
(the ‘full’ form) when the letter stands at the end of the word, or alone. 
You will note that the three letters are identical but for the dots. These are 
an integral part of the letter, just as they are in English i or j. The dot(s) lie 
over or under the beginning of the short form, and over or under the 
middle of the long form. In all dotted letters the stroke is written first ( «- 
right to left), then the dot or dots. 

These are the printed and typed forms. In normal handwriting, two dots 
usually become a dash and three dots something like a circumflex 
accent A . Write a line of each letter, first with the dots as in print, then as 
in normal handwriting. 
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Start at the right: 



. H . 

.*-*.. 

. H . 

. j . 

.. 

. H 


















A 




A 

. a . 
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We can now write a few words. I is always written downwards except in 
its middle form. i.e. when joined to a previous letter; then it is written 
upwards. Remember that it is never joined to the following letter, that is, 
to its left. Remember also, as was said in the Introduction, that short 
middle and short final vowels are not normally written. Note the 
difference in height between alif (tall) and ba-ta-fta (shallow). 

Read and write (starting at the right, remember): «- 

...S»-'.\......ol ab father* \ cjl ab August 

furniture t# cjL babdoor* 

V Cul? Hia bit firm, solid 
• There is no word for a or an in Arabic, so for example i-jI ab means 
either father or a father , and cjI; bab either door or a door. 


Short vowel rule: Short vowels (a, i, u) in the middle or at the end of 
a word are not normally written. In a few words final alif is written 
far short -a _ 


4 Stress 

Think of the English word production ; its middle vowel u is pronounced 
more strongly than the rest of the word. We say the u is stressed. 
in books teaching English as a foreign language, the stress is sometimes 
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marked with an accent {production ). We shall use this device in 
transcription in the first five units of this bode: you see this in alhalh and 
lil£bit above. 

Exercise 1 Match these words with their sound and their meaning 
given in the list below. The first one is done for you: 

(a)olab father (bit-*! (c)C*l?l (d)ul 

a&aLfr ab. bab; door, furniture, August. 

Exercise 2 In Exercise 1, mark the £lifs which are pronounced long, &. 
Exercise 3 Write the word ul bab door. Why is the first b£ written 
differently from the last one? And why isn’t the whole word joined 
up? 

The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 6 below. 


^ ^ J nun I 

We write the sound n with the joined letter nun (n as in English, long u 
like u in English truth). This letter has a short form used at the beginning 
or in the middle of a word, and a full form used at the end of the won' 
when the letter stands alone. The dot is an integral part of the letter, 
short form differs from ba (paragraph 3 above) only in the position ol 
dot, while the full form starts just above the line of writing and swoops 
below it and up again. We can call it a ‘deep’ shape. In handwriting, the 
dot of full-form nun often takes the form of a hook on the curve itself: qj 
Write several examples of nun, first as in print, i.e. with a dot on the full 
form; then with a hook on that form as in normal handwriting: <—<— 

0. J .0. J .0.v 

. Qj ..i.. CJ ..O '* 

Now read and write more words with the five letters we know (from the 
right):.«-«- 

CCw bint daughter, girl 


ibn son 
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..^ ^na / Cfr*\ CJl 4nta you 

banat daughters C*\f ...oL nabSt vegetation 

Always write your words, don't draw or trace them. Don’t grip the pen 
tightly, and think ahead about what you are writing, so that you 
anticipate which form of the coming letters you are going to use. 

« 

The ‘joined' letter ya represents: 

■ at the beginning of a word: the consonant y- (like English y in 
year). 

■ in the middle of a word: either the consonant -y- (see above), or 
the long vowel -I- (like i in English machine ), or the vowel- 
combination -ay- (like ay in English day). 

■ at the end of a word: the long vowel -1 (see above). 

The letter ya is never pronounced like the vowel-sound y in English 

my. 

Like the ba-ta-tha group which we learned earlier, this letter has a 
shallow short form used at the beginning or in the middle of a word, and a 
full form at the end if the word, or when the letter stands alone. The short 
form is identical to ta except that its two dots are below; its full form has a 
deep shape and is quite different, swooping below the line and up again. 
Write ya several times, first with dots and then in the handwritten form, 
with a dash: .. 


iS . 


.ft. 










(S 

.. 


J . 

. <S ■ ■■ 

. *. 


More words. Read and write (remember that initial ya must be y-, middle 
ya can be -y-, -i- or -ay-, while final ya is -I): 

Cw bayt house bayttyn two houses 
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ijhndyn two oLLj binaySt buildings 

bintiyn two daughters/girls 


In their short forms, the letters ^ J J J j are called ‘toothed letters’ - 
the form.* is a ‘tooth’. 

When full-form ^ is preceded by one or more toothed letters, there are 
special handwritten shapes, which you should always use even if they are 
not present in print: 

tooth + final ^ ^ teeth + final ^^ 

Read and write: 

' ^1 &bl my father ^ W bandtl my daughters 

^ U V ^JLL y&b&nl Japanese binti my daughter 

</*.' ^1 Ibnl my son <st- biyt! my house 

(Remember to pronounce the stress on the vowel marked with an 
accent: ftbl.) 


Exercise 4 Match each of the following words with its sound and its 
meaning. The first one is done for you: 

(a) Cw bayt house (b) (c)oLLu (d)^J 

binay£t. btnti. ibnl. buildings, my son, my daughter. 
Exercise 5 Write all the Arabic words you know which (a) begin with 
I or I. or (b) end in ^ . or (c) have j in them. Expressions with the 
additional meaning my or two do not count. 

The answers to these exercises are given after this paragraph. 


You will recall that ..-j ya at the beginning of the word gives the sound 
y-. We also know that initial ...I &lif represents a short initial vowel. Note 
now that any word beginning with a long vowel or a vowel- 
combination in pronunciation must be introduced in writing by £lif. 
which itself then has no sound. So initial I- or ay- is written (the dlif 
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being silent). Read and write: 

{j} *yna where 

Initial long vowel rule: Any long vowel or vowel-combination 
beginning a word must be introduced by £lif in writing; the dlif 
itself is then not pronounced. _ 

Answers to Exercises 

Exercise 1 (b)ol ib August, (c)£»Ul ith&lhfurniture, (d) bab 
door. 

Exercise 2 The words are are t-i] . OUI and v-jL. The other dlifs are 
short, pronounced a. 

Exercise 3 The letter ^ ba has the long form at the end of the word, 
and the short form at the beginning or in the middle. And the word 
isn’t joined up completely because it has to break after Ulif which is 
■ever joined to the next letter, i.e. it is a disjoined letter. 

Exercise 4 (b),^ bint! my daughter (c)OUtj binaySt buildings 
(d)^J ibni my son. 

Exercise 5 The total list studied so far (in order of appearance) is: 

(b) £*1 ujirfl Ul CJl v£*UI cjI i^Tfa) 

0^1 ^1*1* ob oL Ul cJl jA m(c) 

If you got more than 12 out of the whole 18, you did well. If you 
scored below 9, it would be a good idea to re-read the unit and note 
what you missed. 

Tests 

1 Write the letters as a word. For example, (a) sit is j ; 

\S j V I ( c > j i/ & {J V ( b ) O ^ «-> (a) 

^ 1 V J ( e ) ^ I <£* 1(d) 

2 Read aloud your handwritten answers to Test 1. For example, (a) is 
bayt. 
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3 Read aloud. For example, (a) is ban&t: 

^JLL(c) CrU?l(b) Ol^(a) 

#l(d) 

4 Write. For example, (a) is ^ I: 

(a) ibni (b) bintayn (c) binayatl 

(d) b&bayn (e) ayna (f) aihaihi 

5 Read the words. What is the sound of each I in each example? 
Explain why. For example, in (a) ^1 ibn it is i, because here I stands 
for the short vowel i: 

vJi (c) vk (b) ^1 (a) 

ijrCJl (e) uL (d) 



I 
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i this unit we studied six letters (plus one variant), five of them 
nremely common. You learned 

■ that Jllif at the beginning or a word either stands for a short 
vowel (a, i, u) or introduces a long vowel I or a vowel- 

l combination ay, 

■ that 6lif m£dda always represents long £. 

■ the important difference between short and long vowels, 

■ that short vowels (a, i, u) in the middle or at the end of a word 
are not usually written, though final ilif sometimes expresses 
short -a, 

■ the important difference between ‘joined’ and ‘disjoined’ 

letters, 

■ the difference between ‘tali’, ‘shallow’ and ‘deep’ written 
shapes. 

■ all the ‘toothed’ letters, including how to write final yS after a 
tooth and after teeth. 

rou have practised reading and writing joined letters j, 

i full and short forms, also taking account of tall, shallow and deep 


You have read and written 22 different words out of many more 
which are now within your grasp. 

> a lot in this first unit; that is because with any fewer than 
s letters you would get fewer than ten words, and who wants 
You have made your first encounter with this writing system 
h is totally different from that of any European language; don't 
surprised or discouraged if it looks tough. Go back and read 
gh the unit again, and pick up anything that baffled you the 
t time. Don’t look for immediate perfection. Keep going; things 
get clearer, and you will gain confidence, as we advance. 
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In this unit you will learn 

■ three more letters, also very common, with their pronunciation. 

■ words which you can read and write, using these letters, ^ 

■ how to write doubled letters. 

■ how to express the. 


Letters 
1 

The letter called lam represents the sound /. Pronounce it light, as in 
English leaf, not dark as in wall, lam looks like a European handwritten 
l written in the opposite direction. 15m is a joined* letter; the short and 
full forms are used exactly like those of any other joined letter, e g. V ■< IT P* 
ba which we already know. However, both forms of 15m are tall*, while I 
the full form is also deep*, with a swoop. ■ 2 

* Look again at Unit 1 for the meaning of these terms, if you are unsure. | 

Write this letter several times: short form tall, full form both tall and deep: ^ T1 

.j.J.J.J. J. J 

.-J. J .U. J . d . J 

You might think that dlif and the short form of lam get confused, in 
practice this is not so. dlif is disjoined, lam is joined, and there is never 
confusion. Look, for example, at thdlifll third’ below Read and write: 

O-Jl* JhaliUi third J \i to me, forme 

lubndni Lebanese <jUJ jLJ lubndn Lebanon 
. ^y\ Ibil camels 

The combination 18m + dlif has special forms. In print and type, the dlif 
is sloped and joins the lam at the latter's middle. In handwriting, we 
break the joint, and may either slope the dlif or leave it upright. In both 
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cases, the &lif is written downwards. Look at the following forms: 

handwriting print and type 
not following a joined letter V) \y 

following a joined letter jJL 

Imitate one of the handwritten forms in each case. 

Read and write (choose which form you prefer): 

L O’lA' iMC thalaUi three oVT Hit tools 

. ^ V la no 

You will never see the form ( U) in correctly written Arabic, whether in 
hindwriting or print. 

The break in the connection of I4m-4lif in handwriting does not mean 
*at the 14m has suddenly become a disjoined letter; it is merely a 
peculiarity of handwritten style. 



The sound m (as in English me) is written with the letter called mim. 
This letter is joined Its two forms are used exactly as ate the two forms 
e< the other joined letters. Its short fotm is shallow, while the full fotm is 
4eep with a straight downward tail. The bead' of both forms rests on 
•e line of writing. 

When mim is not joined to a preceding letter (i.e. to its right), its bead 
eaa be written clockwise or anticlockwise. Write this letter several times: 

|~.r.-.r.. t .G- 

L r “. r .*. < .■* 

1W and write (the bead can go either way round): 

. if* tninfrom ,...^W.L..^UI am4m in front of 

hi when joined to a preceding letter, the mim is approached from the 

















lop, and written anticlockwise O This gives us special combinations 
after certain letters, which may or may not be used in print, but which are 
always used in handwriting. Write the handwritten forms: 


handwriting p r j„t a nd type 


tooth + mlm ^ 

r 

teeth + mim „ - 


Jt X 

r 

lam + mim ^ J* 

^ -JU 

mlm + mim ^ 

r — v 

Now read and write: 


tamam perfect 

. •('ft Ji naml ants 

almSnl German 

l*^jl £ntum you 

Exerc.se 1 Match these words with their sound and their meaning 
given in the Ust below The first one is done for you: 

I almani German (b)»li 

(oaju (d)tiiX* 

ihalilh Ihalaih. tamim, perfect, third, three. 

Exercise 2 Complete the word with the right fonn of Iftm-tUif: 

no ... (c) 

0...1(b) 0..«j( a) 


Exerase 3 The consul has got the nationalities mixed. Sort them out: 

W 9 * J(d) .Jill (a) 

Japanese, Lebanese. Libyan, German: aim ini, fibl.yabini, lubnini 
(One of these words is new. but you can handle it.) 

The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 5 below. 


3 -- 

J wow 


The letter called wow is deep and disjoined (you know what that means 
now). It has only one form, with a half-swoop downwards and along 
only, not up. Write it several times, starting with the ring written 




■*** O and resting on the line of writing: 


Tie letter wow represents the following sounds: 

■ at the beginning of a word: the consonant w- (like w in English 

a weak). 

■ in the middle of a word: either die consonant -w- (see above) or 

the long vowel -a- (like « in English truth), or the vowel- 
combinations -ou- (as in English sou/*) or -ow- (as in English 
now). ° 

m at the end of a word: the long vowel -a (see above) or. in a few 
words, -ow (sec above). 

The letter wow is never pronounced like u in English union 

* The pronounciation ou is not officially correct; the vowel- 
combtnauon should sound ow But in certain words even educated 
Arabs read it aloud as ou except in very formal circumstances We 
| shall show it as it sounds in ordinary reading aloud. 

look back to Unit 1, paragraph 6. the description of yi. very similar to 
*e description given above for wow Both letters are used to represent a 
■sonant, or a long vowel, or a vowel-combination, in corresponding 
SbHoos. 6 

tend and write (remember that initial wow must be w-. nuddle wow can 
he -w-. -a-, -ou- or -ow-, and final wow is -0- or. less often, -ow-): 

Ihanawi secondary y waand 

f y - r>- - Voum da > o J jji loon colour 

*} * ■*)■* rim July jfji-jjjt vQniyu June 

X **** ma, h n tin grateful buytit houses 

L* mayu May Jo* tamwll financing 

back m Unit 1, paragraph 6, we recorded the fact that any word 
"ung with a long vowel or a vowel-comWion in pronunciation 







UNU 2 


must be introduced in writing by dlif, which itself then has no sound. 
This applies to the sounds u-. ou- and ow- beginning a word: all these 
sounds in this situation are written ...jl (the alif being silent). 

Read and write: 

jl ow or 

4 Doubled Letters 

When we have two identical letters separated by a vowel (long or short), 
then we write both letters: in the word jjid grateful (shown above) we 
have two examples: (m + short vowel + m) and (n + long vowel + n). 
Whether the vowel is short and unwritten or long and written makes no 
difference: there is a vowel, and the two identical letters are shown. 

But when we have a doubled letter , i.e. two identical letters with no 
intervening vowel, we write only one letter. Read and write: 

JjLtf muma thth il representative ^j. s.V Jjl dwwal/jrjf 


Doubled Letter Rule. Letters which are sounded double (i.e. with no 

intervening vowel) are written single. 


Although we write the doubled letter single, it is most important to 
pronounce it doubled, i.e. hold it for longer than normal. Imagine saying 
butter as but-ter. The two words shown above then sound as if they 
were transcribed aw-wal and mumatti-Uiil. This is the correct 
pronunciation. 

Think of the double -nn- in innumerable. If you know Italian, you have 
no problem; think of the double -ft- in citta. 

There is a way of showing doubled letters in script. It is the sign called 

I sh^dda I 


This sign, which is not a letter of the alphabet, can be written above any 
letter to show that it is doubled. I say can be’ as it is often left out; but 
since shadda is so useful we shall use it for the rest of this book. You 
should always write it where appropriate. 







vriu. distinguishing single letters from doubled: 


r— ^ ll Idmma when 

mumdUithil representative 
tilal hills 


cr 1 t>^ li-man whose 
jie Ji« mifiil like 
\y J? tall hill 


rcise 4 Put shadda wherever 
L The first one is done: 


appropriate, and pronounce the 


Jjl(c) Ja>i(b) muma tlilh il jif(a) 

meaning of each wotd. The first is representative. 


c answers to this exercise follow paragraph 5 below. 


Definite Article - The 

t mportant word the is called the definite article, or more simply the 
tde. We use it before a noun (i.e. a word denoting a person, place. 
« or idea). In Arabic, it takes the fonn .. Jl al-, which is always 
■feed to the word which it defines', i.e. makes definite. We show it 
k a hyphen; you should pronounce the whole thing as one word. 

■rf and write: 


■ \ Can-JI al-bayt the house 

1a <eJ) OLJ! al-banat the daughters 
article is used in Arabic more often than is the in English; it is 


ally common with geographical terms, and with words used in a 
il or universal meaning. 

2nd write these examples: 


£} V LJ \ jLUl al-yabdn ( the ) Japan 

0^11 al-mowt ('the') death (i.e. in general) 

* is normal pronunciation. But when the defined word begins with a 
■ pronounced with the tip or near-tip of the tongue, the I merges 
‘the technical term is ‘assimilates to’) that sound, producing a 





20 


UNIT 2 


doubled sound. The spelling stays the same. Look carefully first at the 
spelling and pronunciation of the following expressions, then read and 
write them We show the doubled letter with §h2dda: 

at-tall (not al-...)the hill 

JjHill at-tilil the hills 

an-nil the Nile 

•jj ^ 

«^JUI atb-Hia liLh the third one 
al-loun the colour 
al-lubnani the Lebanese (person) 

There are fourteen letters which have this effect on the I of the article. So 
far we have learned four of them: O. , j and J . The fourteen letters 

concerned are called by the Arabs *sun letters'. We shall point out the 
remaining ten sun letters as we meet them. The important thing to j 
remember is that in such words we pronounce as double the first letter of 
the defined word, dropping the I of the article in pronunciation but not 
in spelling. 

* Two letters I written together, even though there is no intervening 
vowel. This is an exception to the rule about doubled letters. 

You will also have noticed that the article .. Jl never affects the stress of 
the word, and never takes the stress itself. 

One final note: the .. Jl of German is not the article; it is part of the 

word itself. We learn in Unit 3 how to add the article to a word like this. 

Exercise 5 Make each word definite with the article. Write your 
answer, then match it with the transcription and the meaning. The first 
one is done: 

(a) Cw -> I al-bayt the house (b) (c) (d) oLl 

an-nabat. at-tamwil. al-muma thth i I: (the) financing, 
the representative, the vegetation. 






E*rdse 6 In your answers to Exercise 5. underline the articles whose 
I assimilates to a sun letter at the beginning of the defined word. 

taercise 7 Why are I. v . j . f and j stalled moon' letters, i.e. not 
B letters > (Pronounce them, and you will see - or rather, feel - why.) 
He answers to these exercises are immediately below. 

I Answers to Exercises 

t “ rc,se 1 (b)flitamfim perfect (c)dJl*ihsiilh third 
' Ibaldtb three 

I taercise 2 (b) \ (c ) 

t»«-eise .1 (a)^JUI aimini German (b) yibanl Japanese 

* ✓' ^ lubn ^' Lebanese (d) Ixbl Libyan 

•ose 4 (a) Jif mumauubll representative (b) Js ji tamwil 
tcing, (c)Jjl dwwal first, (d)j^mamnun grateful 
■se 5 (b) jLlI al-mumartuhil the representative (b) Jjj-H 
" W " <,ht > fleeing (d)oLlfl an-nabit the vegetation 
»e 6 (c) (d)ollN_ 

-ose 7 Because they are not pronounced with the tip or near-tip 
» the tongue. K 


* Writc ^ ,cttere 35 a w ord. For example, (a) J ^ J J| is J^JI ; 

Jj-jlfc) J i/ j |» O Jl (b) ' J^jji(a) 

(S-Jiifffe) J j I ^ Jl(d) 

I * aloud y0ur handwrine " answers to Test 1. For example, (a) is 


■ Read aloud. For example, (a) is lubnSni: 

(C) Jjl(b) 


(a) 

OJ* (d) 



4 Write. For example, (a) is ^^jJjI: 

(a) al-libi (b) muma thth il£yn (c) at-tamwil 

(d)an-nflftyn* (e)ow (f)al-yabani 

(* i.e. two, the Blue and the White. They meet at Khartoum.) 

5 In the following list, the words V l\oUI\^l fonn a group as 
they all denote family relationships. Assemble the other logical 
groups, and say why their words belong together: 

.Jjl .yl .o*_JI .jjjt .oUl .siJLJI V -UI .^1 
.oLUJI. jJjj .^LJ 

Review 

In this Unit we studied three common letters and one special sign 
called sb£dda. You learned also 

■ how to read and write the special forms of lfim-6lif. 

■ how to join the letter mlm, 

■ how to write doubled letters. 

B how to express the article the, and how to pronounce it. 

You have had more practice with tall, shallow and deep shapes. 
Hopefully you have also become a little more fluent in reading and 
writing, and you probably now find writing the other way round’ 
less strange. 
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Ids unit you will leam 
a very important non-alphabetical sign. 

■lore about the article the, 

dvee more letters, plus one variant, with their pronunciation, 
■tore words, 

bow to make ‘feminine’ words. 


■ten to someone say emphatically: ‘absolutely awful’. You will 
caich of the breath before each of the a’s. We could represent it 
B apostrophe: ’ absolutely 'awful. 

» called a ‘glottal stop’, the glottis being that part of the throat 
i Mops or releases breath when we speak. The stop is written in 
c with a non-alphabetical sign called hAmza: 


hAmza 


a never joined to anything. Write it several times: 


* 9 9 


i simple enough, but it is used in many ways. You will see it in 
■Bowing guises: 
j afcove or below Alif: I I , 

K aec .c wow, or yA without its dots: j J [j . 

^ sading alone, on or near the line of writing: * . 

lers have been written about the correct writing of hAmza 
ies, it is sufficient if we leam to pronounce the glottal stop 
r we see the sign *. We transcribe it with an apostrophe: ’. 

— words apparently beginning with a vowel, such as ab, in 
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fact begin with a glottal stop. The writing often marks it with h&mza, but 
it is equally often ignored. 

For clarity, from now on in this book we shall show initial hAmza on the I 
Arabic of all words which have it, thus: . We shall continue to I 

transcribe without the apostrophe. 

You should continue to write without initial h2mza; that is always 
acceptable. 

In the middle or at the end of a word, however, the h2mza is always I 
written, and you should write it, too. 

One last point: I 4lif mddda is deemed to have an ‘in-built’ h£mza. so I 
while the stop is pronounced, no ‘further’ hdmza is written. 

Read and write: 

xVnt.V.* Li I anbfi’ news (items) W* Li nSba ' news item I 

f l pJU ni’lm asleep OiJII j'VI *al -’4n now 

tanAbbu'forecast vi ^ AlimA*! double I 

Definite Article (continued) 

2 In Unit 2 we learned the article ..Jl: C*-JI .J-JI. 

When we attach the article to a word beginning with h2mza, the hdmza I 
has to be written (unless we have 41if mddda. in which the h£mza is I 
already present). We can leave out the h4mza at the beginning of a| 
word, but not once an article is added, since the hdmza is now in thel 
middle of the word. The article itself has no h£mza. 

Read and write: 

.al-’ab the father .oi father 

J/)M al-’ibil the camels ^*.1 JJ camels I 

t * LiVI ai-’anbd' the news items. f .W). * Li I news items I 


al-'al&t the tools 


1 oVI tools 








e words begin with vowels which are deemed to have no stop, i.e. 
d hamza Read and write the two already known to us: 


DV al-ibn the son . 

al-ithnayn the two (juJ! 


s of one letter 

A few important words consist of one letter. Read and write: 

W J M to, for V bi with, by, in j j wa and 

» a rale that one-letter words are written as part of the next word, e g.: 

li-banat for girls Ulj wa-’dna and! 

i we transcribe with a hyphen for clarity. The article .. Jl itself does 
* a hSmza but with a so-called ‘weak’ vowel, that is, a 

i which is dropped when another vowel precedes it This happens 
B a one-letter word is added to the article. 

4 and write: 

^VWV jljUlj bi-l-yahan (not bi-al-) in Japan 

L* w-n-nW and the Nile 

l the word J (see above) is added to the article, the dlif of the 
Ir is dropped in writing too: 

otJJ li'l-banht to/for (the) girls 

li-t-tamwil/or (the) financing 

> not, however, write more than two consecutive identical letters, 
fhtn the expression seems to demand more Read and write: 

- li-Mubndnl/or the Lebanese (man) 
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Exercise 1 Write these words with the definite article, and pronounce 
them: 

Jji(c) yi(d) • U(c> J^[ (b) ^UI(a) 
Fit the meanings to your answers: the first, the news, the camels, the 
German, the father. 

Exercise 2 Add J to your answers to Exercise 1 in writing. Give the 
meaning. Then fit the pronunciation to your answers: 

li-l-’anb&Mi-l*’ab. li-l-’almani. li-l-’dwwal, li-l-’ibil 
The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 6 below. 


Letters 



By far the most complicated letter in this alphabet, hi represents the 
sound h (as in English he). The h is sounded wherever you see the letter, 
even at the end of a word, unlike English, hi is a joined letter, shallow 
except in one case, with several possible forms: 

■ > at the beginning of a word or after a disjoined letter. 

■ '-f or .y in the middle of a word after a joined letter. 

■ a. or * at the end of a word after a joined letter, 

■ » at the end of a word after a disjoined letter, or when standinj 
alone. 

* The middle form 4 is little used in handwriting, and the final fom 
a— is not used in print or typing. 

Let us take this letter in stages. Everything rests on the line of wnti^ 
except for the downward tick of -y_ . Write first several initial letters ha. 


. M .>...> 

.>.J>.. Jf> 

Now the handwritten middle form: 
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* tW ° fu,al fonns - bo* -«d lo handwriting: 


the isolated - form: 


.C 


md and write: 

_S* ^ Mya she *> . . . 

_ - ^ huwa he 

| _rf r U hamin important J> . . 

■II , [ I** bum they 

,anb «'warning oUii| .ijj, . = 

w „ • • ’ tntibah c aution 

lamahhal SLOW DOWN {road sign) 

1 won! with hi it spelt angularly. Note: aJJ! alii), Coj 



ta marbota 


f* : - 

-w,th„,,g,v t h e A :i 1 cons °"ant « has the sound , a; 
* are frequently left off; in print, never* ' y “ 10 ba ”dwming the 

* N ° ^ yC ‘ 

y wrue. comparing the 'masculine 1 Cm ') and ; 

» of words known to you: 1 " d f «mmne (%■) 
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grateful: .0>* fin., of a man or boy) 

. I 'y ' mamntina (f., of a woman or girl) 

important: . himmatf.) . fl* On-) 

third: . Jill? tMUlha (f) . ^ <W 

Japanese: .... .i-iUL yaban'iya (f.) (mJ 

German: . ijUl almaniya (f.) -W 

Lebanese: . JjalS*) lubnSn'lya (f.) .<W 

The ending -lya carries the stress of the word, as shown. 

Exercise 3 Match these words with their sound and their meaninj 
given in the list below. The first one is done for you: 

(a) IhunaT double (b jieji£ (cK-*J (dlpL^hl 

mamnUna.ihtim&m.Ubiya; attention, grateful. Libyan. 
Exercise 4 Complete the word with the right handwritten form of ha: 

^_..(e) pi— (d) ...l^!l(c) >-(b) ^’I..J(a) 

Read your answers aloud. 

Exercise 5 Feminine (f.) or masculine (m.)?: . 

i_)U(e) pU (d) ^»(c) (al 

Read each word aloud. 

The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 6 below. 

6 

The letters called sin and shin represent the sounds s (as in English set 
and ih (as in English she) respectively. These are joined letters; the shd 
and full forms are used like the short and full forms of c-J. Short-form £ 
and shin are shallow and rest on the line of writing The full form hasi 


















Exercise 6 Read aloud the following signs and announcements: 



Answers to Exercises 

Exercise 1 (a)^jU'jl al-’almani the German 

(b) J/ifl al-’ibil the camels (c) * al-’anbi’ the news 

(d) al-’ab the father (e) JjV I al-’iwwal the first 

Exercise 2 (al^libU li-l-'almani for the German 

(b) ll-l-’fbil for the camels (c) * LlSU li-l-'anba' for the news 

(d) vbuii-i ’ab for the father (e) Jjbu i-l-’4wwal for the first I 

Exercise 3 (b) mamnuna grateful (c) libiya Libyan 

(d) ihtimam attention 

Exercise 4 (a) vJ W" nihifi (b) ^ huwa (c) intibah 

(d) hamm”(e) ^ hlya 

Exercise 5 (a) almani m (b) mamnuna f. (c) hiya f. (d) hamm m. 

(e) lubnaniya f. 

Exercise 6 (a) bayt bi-l-’aHialh House with Furniture 

(b) intibah! CAUTION! (c) malabis li-l-banat Clothes for Girls 

(d) tamahhal SLOW DOWN 

Tests 

1 Write the letters as a word. For example, (a) ^ j* £ is : 

J sIj f |» Jl (c) f ^ I Jl (b) f J* (a) 

^ * I j£>(e) * lu O 1 (d) 
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2 Read aloud your handwritten answers to Test 1 For example, (a) is 
Shams. 

3 Read aloud. For example, (a) is al-ihtimSm: 

aJUSH (c) JLJtJJl (b) (a) 

iilUL (e) Sj% <d> 

4 Put into the masculine form. For example, (a) is j 

ijUJI(c) XJ^(b) Ajjif (a) 

iikiJJ (e) (d) 

5 Pronounce your answers to Test 4. For example, (a) is mamntin. 

* In the last three units you have read and written all the following 
words. Fill in the missing letter in each one, in the right form. The 
first is J , making i-JUJ: 

1 .. w ^ll(c) f UJ...I(b) (a) 

JU (c) 0>~JI (d) 

If you have difficulty, you will find word (a) in paragraph 5 above, 
I (b) in paragraph 4 above, (c) in paragraph 6 above (without its 
article), and (d) and (e) in Unit 2, paragraph 3. 


Review 

In this unit we studied three common letters, one variant, and the 
important sign called hiSmza We also finished the article al- and its 
v*iants; you can now make definite any noun you know. 

In this unit you also learned about feminine words and one-letter 
words. Your vocabulary now begins to expand spontaneously. 
Finally, you have read four signs with authentic Arabic wording, 
•sing your knowledge under ‘field conditions._ 
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In this unit you will leam 

■ six more letters, all of them sun letters. 

■ about ‘dark' sounds, 

■ how to make common ‘relative’ words. 

Letters 
1 


The letters called rfi and zayy represent respectively r (which is always 
rolled, wherever it occurs) and z as in English zoo. These are sun letters, 
and are disjoined. The only difference in their appearance is the dot on 
zayy 

They are deep letters, written just like j wow, but without the ring, i.e. 
they start just above or at the line of writing, and make a half-swoop 
down and a little leftwards, but not up again. Write several: 



. J .J. J . J . J . J 

j -■ >. -J .->. J . J 

These letters are joined to the previous letter in the normal way, except 
that, in handwriting, when they follow a tooth which is itself preceded 
by a letter, they have a special connection. Write the handwritten forms 
for ra (zayy is exactly the same, with a dot), paying special attention to 
the connection: 


tooth + tooth + r 
m + tooth + r 
I + tooth + r 


J” J** 


J**- 

jO ^ 

r's- 


s + tooth + r 






I T 1 ; and IOng VOWd «■ **■ "«• to ra, are almost 

I S ° U H d: ‘ he * S0U " dS m ° rc " k ' « S-ta. 

* bu,. and the a sounds more like the n of English calm You will 
nouce n when you hear Arabs speak , mi tl i, a™ £ 
twtr not wrong or unintelligible if you don' L 

8iV ' n b " 0W ' -d a am shown as , and he.p you 

**od and write: 

rnasrQr pleased murir traffic 


I * * V* *J* "’♦"a a time 

- VS* -ijJ fir,!,™ ^ Mrlilre 

| ^ cJVJlorlyi. rial, riyn, 

•t** crrl ^t,1 s * lmm . 

k/ tjt Jjlij ziyar# visit 
C>W OU! Iran Iran 


az-ziyara 

shahr month 
- L-. savyara cor 

* also chief,president, head (person) 


°-z '-<La *j (jj wizara ministry 


» dai 

i dhai 


b5=2£=S~K- 

At fust it seems they might be confused with ra and zavv Bm the 
■ttpottant differences: i a am sh^low. msdng out ^ 
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arc always joined at the ‘elbow’; j j are deep, and always joined at the 
head. Write several examples of dal and dhal: 

j a j a a a 

. J> . J> ..-a..j. > 

Read and write: 

ijla^ll al-’idara Jjlal idara administration 

w/ Uj'jJI ad-dirasa <•—\> i—lj J dirisa study 
oJlXjOS JjJUI ad-da’ira ijita da'ira directorate 

yde mutfir director e—tjd* madrasa school 

ali-^l al-'ustadh jUve-'l jU-i ustadh professor 
• UsjVI al-ibtida’ • Usvl ibtida’ beginning 

o jys' ijL, sayyida lady. Mix >X-^ -ll~. sayyid eentleman; Mr 



Dark sounds 

These two letters represent ‘dark’ sounds. 
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Tknk of the familiar sound s. represented by ^ sin (Unit 3). In 
announcing it, the tongue is high, following the curve of the palate. 
Wow say r again, but this time dropping your tongue as low as possible, 
■•king a cavity at the bottom of the mouth. The r which you pronounce 
■ this manner is dark’ It is s, which is the sound of the letter sid. 


, ly ' ^ ls a w > th low tongue, forming a cavity. It is the dark 
•bivalent of the more familiar d of a dal (paragraph 2 above). 

immortal Australian writer once said his countrymen enjoy ‘sin in the 
Thlnk of the *wo J's in this phrase, and the idea of light and dark 
lers seems less strange. 

much for the sounds. As to the shapes, sad and dad are both written 
ntically except for the dot. They are joined, sun letters. The short form 
■ shallow, resting on the line. Also, immediately after the loop it has a 
in tooth, which is never left out The full form is deep, with a 
“ Write several: 


. 

u> 


.— 

<jf . 'f 


-Of- 

O' 


a* -» 

(jf -f 


•use of the tooth of short-form S4d/d4d. there are special 
-ctions in handwriting for s/d + m and sid + r. Write the 
rtions (with s; those with d are identical in outline): 


5 + m: 




S + r: 




b pronunciation, these letters darken' any adjacent a or 4 just as ra 
*ks (paragraph 1 above). In the list below, dark a and 4 are identified 
a dot. Read and write: 


■gl ""OjlaJI as-sowt Orj+f sowt voice 

~ ex' * b 4s bus ()_r^fr Jj-asy svusfll arrival 

necessity ^ misr Egypt 

“'/•'•VW idrjb strike mgrid sick (m) 
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Relatives 

4 You will have noticed a connection between such words as jig 
Lebanon and Lebanese. 

The first word of the pair is a noun, i.e. a word denoting a person, place, 
thing or idea (in this case, a place). The second word is either another 
noun or an adjective, i.e. a word describing a noun. We call this kind of 
word a ‘relative’. In English we have many ways of making relatives, 
but Arabic uses mostly one device, i.e. adding to the base noun. 
There are two simple rules for adding the relative ending : 

■ the base noun must be in its indefinite form, 

■ the ending can be added only to a consonant, so we must remove 
any final vowel (usually a final I 4lif or a * ta marbu(a) from the 
base noun. 

Applying the first rule, we can derive the relative Japanese from 

jlfUl Japan, taking care first to remove the article from the base noun, 
to make it indefinite. 

Applying the second rule, we can make ij xr * 0 necessity (see the list 
immediately above) into the relative dartirl necessary, and 

similarly with countless other nouns ending in a vowel which we remove 
before adding the relative ending. 

Read and write these nouns, most of which you know, and their 
relatives: 

% 

Ly Lt ^)\ UlLYI al-'alm£niva Germany 
.U-J fibiya Libya 

£>uwv o^ui 

stir! J> s ^ ri ya Syria \ 

Iranian oU! 

o/SjZf U >j*> 


.^ui 

Jug „;ig 

. ^ 

Ci~S r"' 

(S' JJ* 4^ 
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• <^-u basic 

' i i 

(_£*** J J main, principal (j<^ J ; 
(jr^y* (/-'j 1 academic /s/ 

< \$r*+ Egyptian 

primary, initial S 




UJ 


These relatives are in their masculine form, and indefinite. We know from 
earlier in this book that we can make such words definite (^LLJI), or 
feminine (i-jLL), or definite feminine 


• L*J is probably the only word of more than one letter in the Arabic 
haguage that reads the same backwards as forwards. Try it 


Exercise 2 Make the masculine relative from each of these nouns. 
Translate your answers: 

*jljj (c) * IazJ (d) ijljl (c) (b) 

Exercise 3 Make these relatives definite feminine: 

*^V! (d) ^UI(c) ^j^-(b) 

• israTli in the masculine. Guess its meaning 

Exercise 4 Transcribe these words, marking with a dot 
and a’s. Why are they dark? 

(e) jtfUl (d) i-lji(c) 

The answers to these exercises are immediately below. 

Answers to Exercises 
Exercise 1 (a) al-mudir Director (b) ar-ra’Ts Chairman 
(c) al-muma thth il Representative (d) al-’ustadh Professor 

Exercise 2 (a) basic (b ) Egyptian 

(c) iJj b[ administrative (d) ^II primary, initial 

(e)^jljj ministerial 


^LJ (a) 

(a) 

the dark a’s 
hjs* (a) 
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Exercise 3 (a) (b)(c) i-JI (d)iJLjlI 

Exercise 4 (a) dardra. two a s next to r, one next to 4 (b) marid. a 
next to r (c) dirSsa. first a next to r (d) al-bas. a next to $ (e) none 

Tests 

1 Write, paying attention to special connections: 

^li(c) ^*l*s*l(b) (a) 

^Ui(e) JLr-»(d) 

2 Read aloud your handwritten answers to Test 1. 


3 


4 


5 

6 


Read aloud: 

u (c) (b) w 

LJU'Vlj (e) ^‘IxJ (d) 

Give the base word from which the relative is derived. Translate the 
base word and the relative: 

^jljj(c) ^M*lj4(b) (a) 

aJLJt^VI (e) «L ? .lj (d) 

Pronounce your answers to Test 4. For example, (a) is as&s. 

Fill in the missing letter in each word: 

j...O«(c) *j...jl(b) 

• -O 4 (e) 


Jl (a) 
*..-UI(d) 
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Review 

In this unit we studied six more letters, including the last four 
disjoined ones and a pair with 'dark' sounds. You also learned how 
to derive ‘relatives’. This is a big step forward, as there are hundreds 
of such derived words. You can say that you have added about 10% 
to your vocabulary at one stroke. 

Keep writing. Perhaps your main objective in following this book is 
to learn how to read; but it is writing which will fix things in your 
memory. 

We have done most of the alphabetical section of this book. There 
are ten letters to go, all of them in groups or pairs like most of the 
others; and three more ‘curiosities’. 

You will have noticed that, because some letters have alternative 
forms or special connections, you have to think ahead as you write 
That gets easier when you begin to see the whole word in your mind; 
and that comes with practice. 





5 

In this unit you will leam 

■ seven more letters, with their pronunciation. 

■ when and how to join these letters, 

■ words which you can read and write using the seven letters, 

■ more about stress. 

Letters 



A family of joined letters, each with a short and full form used exactly 
like those of y. The only difference between these three is the dot. 

jim sounds like j in English jam in most Arab countries. In Egypt it 
sounds like hard g in English go. We use the sound j in this book. 

£ hS is a heavy h\ it is the sound made when we breathe on glass to 
clean it To an Arab it sounds quite distinct from » ha. which we learned 
in Unit 3. Try to make the distinction yourself. 

£ kh a represents the sound of ch in Scottish loch or Welsh hach. 

The short forms are shallow, resting on the line of writing. The full forms 
are deep, with a reverse half-swoop Q. the head still resting on the line. 
Read and write a line of each letter, starting at its top left-hand comer: 

.£.■*.£.■*.£.■* 

&. .. z .*. £■ i 


.£.*. 

£.-*. 

£ 

-> 


C- 

2- 


. L . 

. t .*. 

C 

L. .*. 

C 

L 

. J? 











A* a or a next to £ is often (not always) pronounced dark. Imitate what 
yom hear. Don’t be confused by the transcription of £ ha; it is not a dark 
leocr We transcribe it in this manner merely to distinguish it from • ha 
Read and write a few new words: 

<J janubi southern ^ janflb south 

> J>4 dukhol entry’ £j> kilurOj f.til* 

• the action. The place is mdfcliraj or mddkha I, see below. 

When one of these letters is joined to a previous joined letter in print, 
*e connection is often at the right-hand comer of the £ etc.; in 
handwriting we make the connection at the beginning of the outline, 
ix the left-hand comer. Compare print with handwriting below (for £ 
«niy; the others go the same way); practise the handwritten forms: 

handwriting print 


moth +J 

. d . 


S' 


teeth +j 

& 

-f 



■ ♦j 

l 

j 

e> 


-♦j 

d 

je 


jy 

«+j 

£ 


E~ 

jy 


Inmd to on, with other preceding joined letters) 


Mmd and write: 

Ajl. I£jna committee. £^^►1 ihtijij objection 

1 4jnabi foreign g.fcV inti] production 
madkha I entrance g £_yw. m 4khraj exit 

-r.jt ' cjUail Intikhib election y UP I jLii akhbSr news 
(S'* kh^ss private, special, particular 















The letters called 13 and z3 are joined letters, yet they have only one 
form each. It is tall, and always rests on the line. Despite the similarity 
with (Unit 4, paragraph 3). the loop of these letters has no tooth-like 
projection after it, as does ^ Write a line of these letters, first the loop, 
then the upright: 


J* 

> 




ji 

ja 


j, 

> 


i 

.V 


These are sun letters with dark sounds. Just as ^ is the dark equivalent 
(tongue low, with cavity) of ^ . so J? is the dark equivalent of O. and 
is the dark equivalent of j. We transcribe J* with f, and J* with ?. As 
you might guess, any neighbouring a or 3 is darkened. In the list given 
below, we dot these two vowels for clarity. Read and write: 

...y.Ofc# ma|ar airport iv (S’ira aeroplane 

^9j wa(ani national J W$f*n nation 

..Vtff 1 . Ja> khatt line i .if jit shurfa police 

WVU.UUiJ it31iya Italy U»U^fUU^ barlt3niya Britain 
> Ja> khatar danger ,kMffr dangerous 

.tan?im organisation (the activity) 

■JilA munazzama organisation (the body) 
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| tMrcise 2 Fill in the missing letter: 

('> V ;, "-S<l( d ) V 1 —*<l(c) (b) ^U...j(a) 

I Eitrose 3 List at least twelve nouns beginning with a sun letter, and 
at least twelve nouns beginning with another (i.e. a moon ) letter 
Make them all definite with the article. Read your answers aloud, and 
" slate them. 

| Exercise 4 Write, in the masculine singular, all the words you can 
wnber denoting a nationality. Now write all the words you can 

I ember denoting a profession or function. Read everything aloud 
aad translate. 

Tie answers to Exercises 1 and 2 follow paragraph 4. 


^ -C 9ayn 




be comes probably the most difficult sound in the Arabic language It 
I the sound of the letter 9ayn, which we transcribe with », since no 
■tr in our alphabet comes anywhere near its sound. Say to yourself the 
me Maggie. Keep repeating it, but as you do so, try to stop making 
■•act in your throat for the gg- in the middle, i.e. let the middle 
••sonant become more and more vague until it feels no more than a 
You are probably saying something like ^ m49i with me. Now 
»it again, but get to the target sound faster. Say it again and again until 
can hit it first time, without Maggie's help. The corned sound is a 
*e like the name Marie as pronounced in French, but without the 
"let of the French r. 

The sound of the other letter, which we transcribe as gh, is the hard’ 
'“^valent of kh, for which see paragraph 1 above. It sounds somewhat 
* ^ French r of Marie , but shorter. 

t.are i olned letters. The two short forms rest on the line, and the 
o fttil forms have a reverse half-swoop like r The different forms are 
ed as follows: 
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■ -ft and -ft are written at the beginning of a word, or in the middle of 
a word after a disjoined letter, 

■ -M— and are written in the middle of a word after a joined letter, 

■ £. and are written at the end of a word after a joined letter, 

■ £^and ^are written at the end of a word after a disjoined letter, or 
when standing alone. 


Or we can put it far more simply: the ‘solid' forms stand after a joined 
letter, and the ‘open’ forms stand everywhere else. 

Write several of each: 


. & . 

.-ft. 

A 

.-t. 

.^ 

-ft. 

A 

-ft. 

s 
















L. 



. c: . 

c 

c 

i- . 

c 

c 

c 

c 

£ 

L. 

.f. 

c 

.a. 

c 

.A. 

C 

A 

t 

.i. 

t 

* 


Read and write: 


si9r price \s ptft 9am m general, public 

m£t9am restaurant* sina9a industry 


c^f 1 " 


mu9ailim teacher 


i 


I usbu9 week 


Sh^ri9 street V ijtima9 meeting 

S l ' 4rbl western wr yt j* gharb west 

mashghul busy ^L-» mablagh sum 


































Stress 

«Jo hr we have marked the stress (see Uni. 1. paragraph 4) with an 
S<reSS 15 ata ° S ' rC * ular ^ <=an learn and 

■WO ample rules: 

■ ■!«»«.» on <he las. so-called heavy- syllable if .here is one. 
A heavy syllable is one with either 

• a long vowel (4, i. a, or a vowel-combination (ay. ow) 
followed by a consonant (b.j.detc ) binayat. martd, usbu 9 , 

• or a short vowel (a. 1. u) followed by ,wo consonant* or a 
doubled consonant: tndblagh, mumdUdliil, 

• Remember that consonants transcribed with underlining (fl, 
go etc.) are single consonants in Arabic. 

■ if there is no heavy syUable, the fust syllable is stressed ana 

tTZL'T"' 5 "' VCT ““ - runted when 

■ the article al-, at- (etc.), 

■ ™y vowel (long or short) or vowel-combination ending a word 
“ *' "° folloW,n * consonant. Note that hdmra. aldtough not 

alphabencal letter, counts as a consonant so that a word hke 
\ a d K “ el>d 3 VOWel: its final syllable counts as heavy 

haV ' ^ "**“■ - "o longer need to marit dte sness in the 


I Exercise 5 Read the s 


Ji-X. 

Cr 


E>“ 

O 


Kr/" 


fc^be h Mark die stress with an accent on these transcribed words 
* ord ~ form s wtuch we have not yet studied 

mashghulin (b)mahatta (c) intifchabat (d)tarbiya 
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Exercise 7 Complete the word with the right form of ^or 

»l..(e) ..JU(d) (c) J,.._i<(b) ...La.l(a) 

Exercise 8 Write in Arabic (putting any relatives or other adjectives in 
the m. form), and pronounce your answers, taking care with the stress: 
(a) the meeting (b) daily (c) monthly (d) arrival (e) south 
(0 the week (g) electoral (h) the school (j) Italian (k) administrative 
Exercise 9 Reading. Covering everything but the printed Arabic, read 
again, column by column, the ‘Read and write’ paragraphs of this unit. 
The answers to Exercises 5 to 8 are immediately below. 


Answers to Exercises 

Exercise 1 (a) ibil CAMELS* (b) ba$ BUS (c) kWtar DANGER 
Exercise 2 (a) I (b ) <c) (dl^ljLiJ (e) «ula l* 

Exercise 5 (a) shurfa (b) makhraj (c) madkhal (d) shim a I 
Exercise 6 (a) mashghuMn (b) mahaua (c) intikhab&t (d) Urbiya 
Exercise 7 (a)£^Ll>l (b) .la (c)4*1a 4 (d)£Ju4 (e)^lfc 
Exercise 8 (a) al-ijtima9 (b) jj ybumi 

(c) sh^hri (d)J_^jwusQI (e) jandb 
(0 S/I al-'usbG9 (g) intikhabi (h) al-m^drasa 

(j) JJUlil itsii (k) ^lij idiri 


* This picturesque desen-road warning should be taken seriously, 
especially if visibility is poor. In a collision, most animals fall under the 
car. But the camel is hit below his knees, with possibly appalling 
consequences for both man and beast. The stricken and struggling 


animal, his already considerable weight increased by the impact. 



The camel deserves respect. He is silent and can be swift. And the des 
is his. 
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Tests 

1 Read aloud and translate these words: 

j«ljl (c) i)jj—• (b) (*) 

uliwTI (e) J>A* (d) 

2 Arrange these in the order of their size, biggest first: 

(c) 4« iim ) I (b) (a) 

3 Make a relative, in the indefinite masculine form, from each noun. 
Give its meaning: 

1(c) • Ij^l(b) itL-aJI (a) 

LjlLujj (e) U Ik 1(d) 

4 Write: 

(a) at-ta’sis (b) an-nihal (c) ma.su la 

(d) al-makhraj (e) ad-dukhul 

Review 

In this unit we covered seven more joined letters, two of them sun 
letters with dark sounds; and many useful new words. You also 
learned how to stress correctly any word in the language. 

The next unit gives us the remaining three letters and three 
'curiosities', rounding off the alphabetical part of this book. 




